
West Hill School Geography Department 

A Parent’s Guide to GCSE Geography. 
The Geography team at West Hill School greatly value and understand the importance of parental 

support in helping pupils achieve their potential and we understand that quite often you would still 

like to do more and offer your son more support.  This guide is intended to help you in that aim.  We 

have organised it into a FAQ format to help you identify the best support.   

What Geography specification is my son sitting? 

AQA 8035 9-1 Specification 

What Geography exams will my son take? 

Your son will sit 3 papers. 

Paper 1- Living with the 
physical environment 

Paper 2: Challenges in the 
human environment 

Paper 3: Geographical 
applications 

1hr 30 mins 
88 marks (Inc. 3 marks 
SPGST). 
35% of GCSE 
 

1hr 30 mins 
88 marks (Inc. 3 marks 
SPGST). 
35% of GCSE 
 

 Written exam: 1 hour 

 76 marks (including 6 marks 

for SPGST) 

 30% of GCSE 

Pre-release resources made 
available from 15 March in the 
year of the exam 

What's assessed 

3.1.1 The challenge of natural 
hazards, 3.1.2 Physical 
landscapes in the UK, 3.1.3 
The living world, 3.4 
Geographical skills. 

What's assessed 

3.2.1 Urban issues and 
challenges, 3.2.2 The 
changing economic world, 
3.2.3 The challenge of 
resource management, 3.4 
Geographical skills 

What's assessed 

3.3.1 Issue evaluation, 3.3.2 
Fieldwork, 3.4 Geographical 
skills 

 

What revision aids are available to my son? 

Most pupils purchased external revision guides, practice books and mark schemes (these can still 

be purchased through the Geography Team).  

Please encourage pupils to use their lesson books – these have valuable named examples, case-

studies and teacher feedback that is not available to them through the external revision material. 

Throughout KS4 pupils have created revision resources in lessons. 

The PiXL app. 

Useful websites are listed at the end of this guide. 

 

 



What is the pre-release material? 

A new element of the 9-1 Geography GCSE is the issue evaluation section of paper 3.  In the 

middle of March next year pupils will be given a pre-release booklet of resources, the Geography 

team will then spend approximately 2 weeks addressing the issues in the pre-release material and 

exploring the possible assessment themes and decisions pupils may be expected to explore in the 

exam. 

It will significantly help pupils to be familiar with these resources prior to entering the exam.  They 

will not be able to take the original booklet into the exam; therefore they are able to annotate the 

materials and manipulate the data.  They will be given a ‘clean’ booklet in the exam. 

What can I do at home with my son to support his achievement? 

We understand and really appreciate that you want to help your son achieve in all his GCSEs and 

that often ways that support him effectively are not always clear.  Below are suggestions of ideas 

that will help your son achieve his aspirational target in Geography.  The list is not exhaustive and 

not meant as a checklist, but as inspiration.    

 Insist your son always writes with excellent spelling, punctuation and grammar – these 

marks account for 5% of his final exam result.  Please be aware that the use of specialist 

terms is also assessed in these marks e.g. rocks hit each other should be written as attrition. 

 Explore different projections of the world e.g. An Asia centred map, an America centred 

map, from the poles. 

 The new GCSE implies knowledge of continent and oceans, these may not be highlighted 

for pupils in figures – please test your son. 

 Know what’s assessed in each paper and help your son organise his revision timetable.  

There are some centre organised options in the specification – your son does not to revise 

cold deserts, glaciation, food resources or water resources (he does however, need an 

overview of UK food and UK water resources). 

 Add to your home calendar and ensure your son attends all intervention sessions offered. 

 Make a list of examiner pleasing terms (EPP’s) and test him on meanings – most importantly 

ask him when he would use these terms in an exam answer. 

 In March next year explore the pre-release resources with your son, particularly focussing on 

his speed of finding different figures, maps, graphs and images. 

 After the Paper 3 on A3 session use the A3 sheet to test your son’s fieldwork knowledge – 

including the methods, results, presentation, conclusions and particularly any ways of 

improving each fieldwork element.  

 Encourage him to download, log on and use the PiXL Geography app. 

 Use any Doodle skills resources specific to Geography that have been allocated to him.  

 Use the revision websites and quiz sites listed below. 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your continued support and please do 

not hesitate to contact us should you or your son have any concerns about the forthcoming 

Geography exams. 

Miss Staples 

Miss Largey  

Mr Hill. 

 

 



Suggested websites: 

Pupils should only use the aspects of the websites that are relevant to their new 

specification e.g. Restless Earth, Rivers, Urbanisation, Coasts, Resource Management, 

Climate Change.  Some elements are no longer relevant to the new 9-1 GCSE. 

www.bbc.com/education/subjects/zkw76sg 

http://www.gcsegeography.co.uk/ 

http://www.coolgeography.co.uk/GCSE/AQA%20GCSE.htm 

https://lizardpoint.com/geography/ 

https://revisionworld.com/gcse-revision/geography 

https://geographycat.co.uk/gcse 
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